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What Was He Thinking?

Growing up in California, my friend and I liked to portray our
heroes—Superman, Tarzan, and many others. The antics we did
had no disclaimer as they do today: “Do not attempt this at
home.” Well, to make a long story short, I ended up in the
emergency room trying to emulate Superman. (No, I will not say
what I attempted.) I remember Mom and Dad talking and the
only words I remember were, *“What was he thinking!”

I'm quite sure that pretty well summarizes what Peter was saying
to himself when Jesus got done describing what he was going to
endure as the Christ. "What's he thinking? He's the Christ. I just
confessed him to be God’s chosen one. What's all this talk about
going to Jerusalem? Why that’s crazy. His enemies are there, lying
in wait; and yet he seems so set on going there to suffer
rejection, beatings, humiliation and death. This can never happen
to him. What's he thinking?”

And yet it's clear. In his shock over what Jesus was to endure,
Peter missed the good news. Yes, Jesus would be rejected. Yes,
he would suffer at the hands of the chief priests and elders of the
people. Yes, they would succeed in taking his life. But on the third
day he would rise again. On the third day, Jesus would be
declared the victor over sin and death. On the third day,
forgiveness, new life, and salvation would be guaranteed to all
who looked to him and his cross in faith.

What was Jesus thinking? He was thinking of the joy set before
him, the joy of heaven for you and me. He was thinking of you
and me.

- Pastor Rainey

Board of World Mission Update on Covid-19,
California Fires, Hurricane Isaias

The BWM would like to thank Moravian congregations and their members
from across the Northern and Southern Provinces who continue to support
our work through prayers, financial support, and in providing willing souls to do work
in God’s kingdom where needs are significant.

The Covid-19 pandemic continues to impact many different regions of the Moravian
world. In North America, we continue with various restrictions causing congregations
to modify much of how they do their ministry. While some congregations are beginning
limited in-person services, most are continuing with an online format using Zoom,
Facebook Live, YouTube, or some other streaming service to broadcast worship
services. The BWM has provided grants to over 55 congregations and agencies to help
with expenses in making these transitions.

Covid-19 is now impacting our Moravian brothers and sisters in Latin America as case
counts are rapidly rising in a part of the world that does not have the health care
infrastructure that we take for granted in North America. We have already sent aid
packages to Honduras, Peru, and Cuba, and the BWM is now evaluating several larger
grant requests for medical and protective equipment, hygiene kits, and food. The
pandemic will continue to require us to be attentive to needs and respond with aid for
some time to come.

California has been hit with wild-fires again. Most recently, the “Apple Fire” came
within five miles of our Moravian congregation on the Morongo Reservation. Pastor
Gregg Schafer and his family were evacuated for a brief time but are now back home
thanks to a shift in the winds that moved the fire to the north. While this was good news
for them, the fire continues to impact others and remains mostly uncontained. The
Morongo Congregation has allowed fire companies to store their vehicles on their
campus, invited them to use their facilities, and provided them water and food.

On the east coast, Hurricane Isaias came ashore just south of Wilmington, NC, on
August 3. This is the third year in a row for Wilmington residents to be dealing with
these storms as Hurricane Florence hit in 2018, Dorian, in 2019, and now Isaias. We are
happy to report that there was only minor water damage at the Covenant Moravian
Church. We will continue to work with this congregation is its effort to help area
residents who are still recovering from previous storms. They have hosted a number of
Moravian work-teams from both the Northern and Southern Provinces. Other locations
up the east coast were impacted by heavy rains, flooding, and high winds as the storm
system marched north.

While the Covid-19 pandemic has caused us to put a hold on sending work-teams into
areas such as this, we continue to provide monetary support through our Disaster
Response Fund.

You can help to support this and all Moravian disaster relief efforts by sending your
donations marked for “MDR” to: Board of World Mission, 1021 Center Street,
Bethlehem, PA 18018. Those living in Canada may send gifts to: Moravian Church in
Canada, 600 Acadia Drive SE, Calgary, AB T2J 0B8. You may also make donations
online at www.moravianmission.org/give/ and click on the green “Donate Now” link at
the top of the page (this online option is not tax-deductible for Canadians). Your
support changes lives.

For more information, including a video about our Covid-19 appeal as
well as other resources, please visit our website at
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Online Items of Interest:

While we are all staying home, here are some online resources
that might interest you:

Old Salem Exploratorium: A series of 5- to 10-minute
experiences that will bring you in direct visual (but not physical!)
contact with Old Salem master craftsman and educators.
https://www.oldsalem.org/calendar-programs/exploratorium/

Museum of Early Decorative Arts: Watch selected videos from
the MESDA program:
https://mesda.org/programs/program-videos/

Moravian Music Foundation: Click this link for Moravian Music
Foundation's YouTube Channel, full of free videos of lectures,
music, music education, and concerts.
https://www.youtube.com/user/MoravianMusicFndn/playlists
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As of the publishing of this newsletter, we are still unsure of our

re-opening status of Leaksville Moravian Church. Please continue

to monitor the emailed Weekly Greetings that go out each week

and listen for One Call Now updates. If you are not on that list

ggg \évoucl)d like an update, please call the church office at (336)
-9440.

Leaksville Moravian Church Modified Worship Rules:

In order to resume worship at Leaksville Moravian Church and protect
everyone as best we can, we will have to implement some rules on how
modified worship will work. These rules are as follows:

71 Masks must be worn by everyone who enters the sanctuary. They must
remain on at all times. If you do not have a mask or forget yours, masks
will be provided. The only exception is the Pastor may remove his
during the sermon.

1 Hand sanitizer will be provided at the entrance to the sanctuary.
Everyone is expected to sanitize their hands as they enter.

71 Social distancing rules will be followed. Family groups may sit
together otherwise everyone should maintain six feet of distance.
Ushers will direct you where to sit and we will fill the sanctuary from
front to back.

1 Everyone will enter the church through the Main doors through the
Narthex. The only exception will be handicap members who can enter
through the side door. There will be an usher at this door to open it and
help seat anyone who enters.

71 Only the Sanctuary is open at this time. There will be no nursery. All
other areas of the church will remain closed including the Fellowship
Hall, Kitchen, Parlor and Sunday School rooms. Bathrooms will be
available but should only be used in cases of emergency.

1 There will be no Hymnals, Bibles or bulletins provided. You are
encouraged to bring your bible from home if you so choose. Please
remember to take it when you leave. There is no way to sanitize books
or paper.

1 The service will not include singing or responsive reading. A
designated reader will read the responses for the congregation.

71 There will not be a passing of the peace or offertory. An offertory plate
will be located at the entrance of the sanctuary.

1 At the end of the service Ushers will dismiss by rows from the back to
the front. Please do not leave until your row is dismissed.

Leaksville Moravian Church—Mission Statement

To teach the Word of God.
To experience the salvation of Jesus Christ.
To offer Christian fellowship, and
provide opportunities to serve others.
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COVID-19 Self-Assessment

All members that are planning on attending worship should perform the
following self assessment prior to leaving home:

1 Do you have any new muscle aches not related to another medical
condition?

Do you feel like you have an elevated temperature? (greater than 100°)
Do you have a sore throat not related to another medical condition?

Do you have a new or worsening cough?

Do you have shortness of breath not related to another medical condition?
Do you have a recent loss of smell or taste?

Do you have a new onset of vomiting or diarrhea?

Do you have repeated shaking or chills not related to another medical
condition?
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If you can answer yes to any of these questions please stay home and follow up
with your medical provider.

Messages from Pastor John

Pastor John continues to post messages on Facebook at least
once a week (video and text). Follow the link below to go to the
Leaksville Moravian Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/LeaksvilleMoravianChurch/

Please continue to check Facebook for further messages from
Pastor John.

Remember Your Financial Stewardship

During this time we are not able to meet for worship, it is
important to remember that the financial needs of the church will
continue. You may mail your offering to the church.

P.O. Box 35, Eden, NC 27289

We urge you to stay safe and pray for our congregation, those
who are touched by the virus, those on the front line, and our
country as we navigate a totally new condition for us all.

2020 Watchword for Leaksville Moravian Church

The earth, O Lord, is full of your steadfast love;
teach me your statutes.

Psalm 119:64

D Caring and Sharing 2
ﬁ%ﬁ% Please remember in your prayers: %%)%83’
Our prayers are with: ¥

...Pastor John Rainey, who had back surgery on Thursday,
August 27th.

...all Moravian church leaders

...0ur congregation

...our families

...our neighbors

...our medical care-givers

...our communities — both near and far

A WORD OF

THANKS

In appreciation for the continued use of the extra space and
electricity for our freezer and refrigerator, Cooperative Christian
Ministries has made a contribution on your Duke Energy account
in the amount of $125.00.

Sincerely,
Cooperative Christian Ministries (CCM)

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.
The spray of flowers was beautiful. When I saw the cross, I knew
immediately it was from my church! What comfort it brought to
me knowing you were praying for us.

Love in Christ,
Gail and Rocky and Family
The Family of Betty Severance

Memorials
In Memory of Betty Severance...........ccoeevvevnnnns Irene Crowder
Linda Williams

! Will Chriscoe wanted the congregation to
ChurCh DlreCtory o know that he will no longer be using the
cell phone #(336) 496-0052. If you need to

[ ]
UPDATE o contact him, please use the cell phone #
R oo (336)552-3228.
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Cooperative Christian Ministries

June
New 3
Families 29
Adults 54
Children 27

CCM Food Bank

While we can’t meet on our traditional Food Bank Sunday, we
wanted you to know that the CCM Food Bank is still giving out
food on a limited basis, once a week on Thursday. CCM is
operating a Drive-Up Food Pantry for its clients. Volunteers meet
the clients at their cars and take their information and give them
their allotted amount of food. We want to continue to serve the
needs of our community as long as possible while keeping our
volunteers, clients and church staff safe.

With limited supplies and area shortages, we still need your food
donations. If you can donate, you can bring your donations to the
church office Monday—Thursday from 9:30 am—12:00 pm. Please
call before you come and we will meet you outside and take your
donations. Items needed at this time are small flour, small sugar,
small canned fruit, peanut butter and pasta.

If you would like to make a monetary donation, you can send it to:
CCM, P.O. Box 931, Eden, NC 27289

Thank you so much for your support!!

Prayer List
Barbara Calhoun Anna Martin
Darlene Dyer Barry, Marie & Butch Martin
Rhonda Elliot Chris Martin
Jesse Edwards Anne Miley-Bost
Mark Ellis Pastor John Rainey
Roy Kasten Martha Smith
Chris Lyle Cathy Tucker
Sherrill Malnofski Tony & June Walker

Charles Marlowe Boston Yanotti

Please forgive us if we have left anyone’s name off of this list. If you would like to leave a
prayer request for someone, please fill out a Prayer Request form located in the pew pockets and
place in the offering plate or visit our website at www.leaksvillemoravianchurch.org

and click on the Prayer Request icon. 8

PREVENTING ILLNESS
The Steps to Prevent Illness suggested by the Centers for Disease Control
are still important:

9 Avoid close contact with people who are sick.

1 Stay home when you are sick, except to get medical care.
9 Wear a cloth face cover when you are around other people.
1

Maintain social distancing when in public — 6 feet between yourself and
others.

9 Cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue, then throw the tissue in
the trash.

9 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds,
especially after going to the bathroom; before eating; and after blowing
your nose, coughing, or sneezing. If soap and water are not readily
available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol.

1 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.

=

Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces and objects daily.

Men’s Fellowship

From Mike Hurd
2020 Men’s Fellowship President—

Men's Fellowship has several items of business that can be
addressed via email. Several weeks ago I sent out emails to all
the men in our congregation using the email addresses in our
latest church directory. In that email I asked our members to
respond to spending to support the CCM. I did not get responses
from some of our members. So, I'm asking all the men in our
congregation to send me the current email address they are using
and their current text numbers.

PIeadse send your current email and Text phone number to Mike
Hurd at:

mhurd5@triad.rr.com

or text it to Mike Hurd at

336-280-1677.

Thanks for your immediate attention to this request as we have
several items to address. 5



Leaksville Moravian Church -
September 2020

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

All events are TBD. We will be following the guidance of the PEC and the NC State mandates. We hope
to be together soon! Please watch for weekly email updates.

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
No Services
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
11: dWorship (TBA)
20 21 2 2 2 3 24 25 26
11: dWorship (TBA)
2 7 2 8 29 30
11: ®Worship (TBA)




